
“naturally superior”

What is elk ranching and what is 
its history in Alberta?

Commercial elk production in Alberta involves 
the controlled breeding and raising of elk for the sale of EVA 
Performance, EVA Arthritis, EVA Pets, breeding stock, trophy 
bulls and elk meat. 
Elk producers in the province are represented 
by the Alberta Elk Commission.

The history of elk farming (elk are from the species cervus 
elaphus) can be traced in Europe back to Roman times. 
Evidence of the domestication of 
this species has been found on every continent 
in the world.

In North America, aboriginal people have traditionally herded 
and tamed elk. Modern elk farming has been practised in 
New Zealand and Canada since the 1960s. New Zealand is 
the world leader in the industry, reporting over 3.5 million 
domestic deer and $300 million in exports in 2001.

Elk farming in Alberta has been on the rise since the 1970s. 
It is a government-regulated industry under the control of 
the Livestock Industry Diversifi cation Act. Regulations 
and procedures have been established to ensure that Albert 
Ranched Elk products are of the highest quality. In 2005, there 
were 421 elk farms in Alberta, with a domestic elk population 
of over 40,000.

Within the livestock industry, elk farmers stand out for their 
commitment to natural and conservationist practices. Elk 
thrive on farms where they are provided their choice of 
natural grasses and plants to graze. Breeding and calving 
seasons are not artifi cially manipulated as in other parts of the 
livestock industry, but occur according to nature’s own cycle. 
This natural, stress free environment ensures healthy, content 
animals.

FAQs About The 
Alberta Ranched Elk Industry

“naturally superior”

What is chronic wasting disease 
(CWD) and what does it have to 
do with ranched elk in Alberta?

Chronic wasting disease is a progressive, fatal, degenerative 
disease of the brain affecting mule deer and white-tailed 
deer and elk. It is a reportable disease in Canada under the 
Health of Animals Act. While it is not the same as bovine 
spongiform encephalopathy (BSE), it belongs to a related 
group of diseases caused by abnormal proteins called prions 
that accumulate in the brain of an infected animal.

Through a voluntary surveillance program, one case of CWD 
was detected in an Alberta domestic elk in 2002. Since then, 
the Alberta government has implemented its Mandatory CWD 
Surveillance Program.

• The Alberta Mandatory CWD Surveillance Program 
demands that every domestic elk 
in Alberta over the age of 12 months be tested 
for CWD when it dies, regardless of the cause.

• This program is a more comprehensive 
monitoring system than the one used for 
Canada’s beef cattle.

• Since 2002 there have been more than 20,000 Alberta 
domestic elk tested with the full cooperation and support 
of the Alberta Elk Commission and the producers it 
represents 
– no cases of CWD have been found.

• There is no evidence to suggest that CWD can affect 
humans.

For more information about Alberta Ranched Elk products, 
go to www.evaalberta.com, www.albertaelk.com, or call the 
Alberta Elk Commission, (780) 980-7582.


