
Alberta Elk Ranchers’  
Commitment to Excellence
BIOSECURITY ON ALBERTA ELK FARMS – Alberta elk producers are 
committed to protecting their farms and animals by putting in place 
Biosecurity protocols that provide effective protection from biological 
risks. Biosecurity protocols in the elk industry are simple things, done 
correctly, every day. 

Biosecurity can be thought of as ‘security’ 
as it relates to biological risks. The point 
behind paying attention to Biosecurity on 
a farm is to reduce the risk of introducing 
diseases (plant or animal) to the farm.

Biosecurity on a farm can encompass a 
wide range of topics including product 
movement, people movement, equipment 
and vehicles, and pests and weeds. This 
sheet will focus on people and equipment. 
Incoming people and equipment 
can potentially bring disease causing 
pathogens onto the farm. Examples 
of pathogens are viruses (Foot and 
Mouth Disease; Bovine Viral Diarrhoea 
Virus – BVDV) and bacteria (Brucella 
abortus – brucellosis; Mycobacterium 
paratuberculosis – Johne’s Disease).

People visiting your farm can 
unintentionally bring diseases or weeds 
to your farm on their footwear. Soil, 
burrs, seed pods and manure are effective 
carriers of diseases and weeds. To 
minimize this risk provide visitors with 
the supplies needed to wash their boots, 
or provide them with boots to wear while 
on your premise. This is particularly 
important when visitors are going to areas 
where animals have access too. Never 
assume that visitors know the appropriate 

biosecurity measures for your property  
so be sure to let them know on their  
first visit.

Producers themselves need to ensure 
the clothing and footwear they wear is 
thoroughly cleaned after visiting other 
farms, events or auction sites (particularly 
if contact with livestock or barnyards  
has occurred).

Equipment can also carry soil, seed pods, 
and manure in its tires or other parts. 
Before equipment from another farming 
operation enters the crop or livestock 
production area of the farm, insist on 
washing (if there is caked on mud and 
soil) and sanitizing tires and other relevant 
parts of equipment. It is also important  
to ensure that any rented equipment used 
on your farm is clean prior to entering 
your premises.

Controlling access to your farm and 
specifically to all animal handling/living 
areas is an important part of ensuring your 
farm is secure. Having locks on exterior 
gates is recommended in the Elk and 
Deer Procedures manual for the Alberta 
Livestock Industry Diversification Act 
(www1.agric.gov.ab.ca/$department/
deptdocs.nsf/all/div11774) 

ELK PROdUCERS ChAMPION BIOSECURITY
“ My husband and I became elk ranchers in 2001, shortly after the discovery of CWD on an elk 

ranch in Alberta caused the boarders to be closed to the export of our animals and their by-
products. Knowing the devastation that this has caused our industry, we are very conscious of 
all traffic that comes onto or leaves our farm. It is very important that the potential of disease 
transfer be curtailed to the highest possible level. We are proud of the standard our industry 
has set with respect to risk and disease management. On our farm Biosecurity means simple 
things, done correctly, every day.”

Connie Seutter, Sandy Hills Elk Ranch, Edmonton, AB
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Bio Security & AlBertA elk FArmS:

Producer’s Role

Control access to farm and animal areas:
• Make sure all visitor parking is well away from all animal pens, 

pastures and holding facilities.
• Post highly visible biosecurity signs at farm entry point  

as well as your handling facilities and all pen & pasture entry 
points if practical.

• Disinfect delivery and supply trucks, transport trucks etc. 
before entering any animal handling/living areas.

Use Personal Protective Equipment:
• Dedicate outerware that is specific for your operation  

and use it whenever you are in contact with animals or animal 
handling areas.

• When leaving your farm to attend another farm or event 
where livestock are present, clean and disinfect clothes and 
footwear before leaving and before you return home.

Monitor herd health
• Work closely with your veterinarian to monitor your herd’s 

health and design care protocols based on your herd’s needs.
• Isolate sick animals as soon as possible and consult your 

veterinarian for appropriate diagnosis and treatment.
• Ensure your records concerning animal movements,  

etc. are all up to date and accurate.
Use good cleaning and disinfection products and methods:
• Clean boots, equipment and instruments before disinfecting
• Choose the right disinfectant for the job.
• Disinfect equipment and animal handling equipment regularly.
• Clean and disinfect equipment before sharing with other farms.

rESoUrCES
1  Alberta Chief Veterinarian – Disease Information – www1.agric.gov.ab.ca/$Department/deptdocs.nsf/all/cpv4264 

2  Alberta On Farm Food Safety Information – www1.agric.gov.ab.ca/$Department/deptdocs.nsf/all/afs7821 

3  Canadian Food Inspection Agency – Animal Biosecurity Information – www.inspection.gc.ca/english/anima/biosec/biosece.shtml 

4  Alberta Agriculture & Rural Development – Biosecurity Champions – www1.agric.gov.ab.ca/$department/deptdocs.nsf/all/cpv10708

5  Biosecurity for Overseas Travelers – www1.agric.gov.ab.ca/$Department/deptdocs.nsf/all/cpv10708/$FILE/biosecurity_for_overseas_
travelers.pdf 

Visitors and Staff entering animal areas

• Post signs clearly indicating that all visitors must check in and 
be accompanied when entering your farm.

• keep a visitor log book with date, name and any previous 
animal contact in the last 7 days.

• Have clean coveralls and boots available for visiores, including 
animal health service providers.

• Alternatively, provide boot and hand washing and disinfecting 
stations outside of animal living/handling facilities

• Consider using disposable booties and disposable coveralls in 
isolation areas (sick pens).

• restrict visitor access to animals, especially international 
travelers.

Securing their farms from Biosecurity risks is 
important to Alberta Elk Producers. Simple things, 
done Correctly, Every day.

REAL PEOPLE with REAL PRIdE in their ranches, 
their animals, their industry and their home… Alberta.


